
Family Prayer Experience Holy Saturday 
The Story of Our Salvation

 Preparation
1. Replace the piece of red cloth or ribbons with whatever tablecloth

you will using for Easter

2. Add a small bowl of water to the other items on your table

3. The service calls for six (6) candles in addition to your Christ Candle or some way 

to dim the light in the room at the beginning and brighten the room as you move 

through the prayer experience.

Note: We will be using videos as part of this prayer experience. If you need to 

move to different room to have a big enough screen to watch the videos 

remember to bring your candles and small bowl of water with you.

 Introduction - Parents use these words or your own

Yesterday was kind of a hard day for Jesus wasn’t it?  As sad as yesterday was the worst is over, isn’t it? Jesus now

quietly rest in his tomb. What do you think Jesus’ family and friends were thinking and feeling the day after he died?

(Let family members respond). Do you think they believed Jesus would keep his promise and rise from the dead or do

you think they might have had some doubts about? (Let family members respond, have them say why they say what 

they say).

All during Holy Week, we have been getting closer to the new life of Easter. Are you getting excited?  What are looking forward to? 

(Let family members share the parts of your Easter celebration they are looking forward to)

Today in our prayer together we are going to hear a wonderful story. It is God’s story, but it is also our story. It is the story of our salvation. 

What is salvation? (Salvation is a fancy word for getting “right” with God. We get saved when we believe in and trust God’s love). The 

story we are going to hear tells us why we should trust God.



 Make the Sign of the Cross

 Light Your Christ Candle
Leader: Lord, you have the words of everlasting life (Ps. 19)

All: Speak Lord we are listening

 Liturgy of the Word – The Story of our Salvation

Chapter 1: Creation 

Parent: What was the first gift God gave everyone (He made everything is what you are looking of for). After people respond say, 

Let’s listen to one very cool way some people used to tell us about Creation

CLICK HERE to hear the story of Creation in song. After listening to the song, 

Parent: Ask someone to Light the second candle and say 

L:  You have spoken

All: We are listening

Chapter 2: Abraham is Tested

Parent: Sometimes God wants to know how much we are willing to trust Him. Let’s watch this story about Abraham and his son Isaac.

CLICK HERE to watch the video of Gen. 22:1-18

Parent: Ask someone to Light the third candle and say, 

L: You have spoken

All: We are listening

Chapter 3: Moses Parts the Red Sea

Parent: This is a great story about someone who was very trusting of God. His name was Moses. What are some thing we 

know about Moses (take a few responses). Let’s watch this Moses’ Story and see if there are some other things we 

can learn about Moses and about God.

CLICK HERE to watch the video of Ex 14:15—15:1

Parent: How did God help Moses and the Israelites (take some responses) What does seeing how God took care of the 

Israelites tell you about God?  

Ask someone to Light the fourth candle and say, L: You have spoken; All: We are listening

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5d1HrIgbHWY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5aP78z9CxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MyUo87l5TE


L: You have spoken

All: We are listening

Chapter 4: Come to the Water

CLICK HERE to read Isaiah 55:1-11

Tip: You can break this reading into sections and have different family members participate in reading

After hearing the reading, a parent picks up the small bowl of water and holds it up for all to see

If you are comfortable, invite family member to extend their hand in blessing over the water as you pray

Parent: Blessed are you, Lord, all-powerful God,

who in Christ, the living water of salvation, blesses and transforms us.

Grant that when we sign ourselves with this water

we will be refreshed inwardly by the power of the Holy Spirit

and continue to walk in the new life we received at Baptism.

All: Amen

Parent continues: In Baptism God gave us the gift of new life, through water and the Holy Spirit. 

Let’s Thank God for the gift of Baptism, by signing ourselves with Holy Water. 

When you receive the bowl I want you to dip your fingers in the water, make the sign of the cross.

Parent models the behavior  

Parent continues: When you have signed yourself with the Holy Water, pass the bowl to the person on your right. 

As you do, say (say the person’s name) Jesus, gives you new life.”

CLICK HERE to hear Down to the River; Play as the water is passed from one to another.

When the bowl makes it around to the original parent, he or she places it back on the table. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55%3A1-11&version=ICB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maT4phfTXR4


Chapter 5: Learn Wisdom says the Lord

Reader 1: Listen to the prophet Baruch (pronounced Baa-Rook) 

Hear, O Israel, the commandments of life:

listen, and learn common sense!

Do you wonder why, you are in the country of your enemies, growing older and older in a foreign land?

Reader 2: Because you turned you back on wisdom, and went your own way.

Had you walked in the way of God, you would have lived in peace forever. 

Do not be stubborn; learn where wisdom is, where strength, where understanding;

that you may know also happiness, satisfaction and peace.

Reader 1: Who has found the place of wisdom?

Our God, that’s who, the One who knows everything!

The Most Holy, the most powerful, the most loving of all.

With wisdom, our God created the earth and filled it with four-footed beasts. 

He sends the light – and it goes, he recalls it – and trembling it obeys; 

the stars shine joyfully at their set times: when God calls them, they answer, 

‘Here we are’; shining with joy for their Maker.

[Pause here and ask your kids to identify some other wonderful things God has done]

Reader 2: Not only does our God know wisdom, He shares it with us by

Giving us the commandments, the law that stands forever.

Blessed are we, for what pleases God has been revealed to us.

Remember, those who keep God’s ways live, those who do not die.

Reader 1: Turn back to the Lord who loves you. 

Do not give up the blessings God has given you for something else less valuable.

Let God’s wisdom and good sense guide you all the days of your life.

The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God

“The stars shine joyfully 
for their maker”



Parent: Ask someone to light the fifth candle and ask your family to sing Our God is an Awesome God

CLICK HERE for Michael Smith’s version OR

CLICK HERE for Kirk Franklin’s much more spirited rendition with a Black Gospel Choir

Our God is an awesome God; He reigns from heave above

With wisdom, power and love; Our God is an awesome God

Chapter 6: One with Christ

Parent reads Romans 6:3-11 CLICK HERE to get the passage from Romans

Parent: Ask someone to light the sixth and final candle and say, 

L: You have spoken

All: We are listening

Parent continues: Wow!  I am ready excited and can’t wait for Easter, 

how about you?

Do you think you are ready to celebrate Easter? 

Possible Family Activities (optional) 

 After a break, it might be good to do some preparation activity 

(coloring Easter Eggs, cleaning up for company if you are having 

guests, putting together an Easter basket for someone, having the  

kids make Easter cards for family members, friends or neighbors…)

 This evening think about gathering the family around a bonfire in the 

backyard. Roast marshmallows or hotdogs as a sign of “keeping vigil”

until Jesus rises. If you have an indoor fireplace why not

have a fire, pop up some popcorn and play a game or watch TV together.

Keeping Vigil

Until Jesus rises

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PP9BjKnDaFk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aflHUpeBcUo
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom+6%3A3-11&version=ICB

